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Jane Gertler, Ph.D., is the Director of The 
Churchill Center, the Professional 
Development Center of the Churchill School, 
a K - 12 school for students with learning 
disabilities in New York City. Dr. Gertler spent 
more than 20 years as a school administrator 
in Westchester, serving as Director of Special 
Education in Irvington, prior to becoming the 
Director of Curriculum, Assessment and 
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Director of Curriculum, Assessment and 
Professional Development in Edgemont. She 
is a member of the Board of Education for the 
Mount Pleasant Cottage School, a residential 
and day school for special needs students in 
Pleasantville. She holds a B.S. from Cornell 
University, a master's in education from New 
York University, and a doctorate in school 
administration from Fordham University. 
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1. Is this
an appropriate
expectation 
without
adaptations?
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2. What type
of adaptation 
is needed?
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2. What type 
of adaptation 
is needed?

Modification. The required
adaptations fundamentally
change the standard.
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3. Determine the
modified standard.
Change the standard to 
include appropriate skills 
and criteria for
this student.

Source: Adapted from Jung, L. A., & Guskey, T. R. (2007). Standards-based grading and
reporting: A model for special education. Teaching Exceptional Children, 40(2), 48–53.
Copyright 2007 by the Council for Exceptional Children. Reprinted with permission.
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